CT colonography: methods, pathology and pitfalls.
Computed tomography colonography (CTC) is a relatively new technique that is currently challenging more established methods of large bowel imaging. Several workers have suggested CTC surpasses the barium enema and approaches conventional endoscopy for detection of colorectal neoplasia. Accurate diagnosis relies on technically good studies, the main aim of which is adequate bowel cleansing and distension. Furthermore, the learning curve is steep and normal colonic anatomy has to be re-learned in a CT context. This review aims to describe the technique, revise the imaging features of both normal and pathological colon, and to highlight potential diagnostic pitfalls and their avoidance.